
Minutes of Kilmeston Parish Meeting held 16th September 2025.

Present: -	Cllr.Edward Piits – Chairman (EP)
		Cllr. Nick Gerrard (NG)
		Cllr. Charlie Parry (CP)
		Cllr. Jason Bridges (JB
Cllr. Hannah Beckett-Pratt (HB)
		Mr Kenrick Fell - Clerk
		Cllr. Jerry Pett (WCC)
		Mr & Mrs Michael Curtis
		Mr Geoff Smailes
1. WELCOME.
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting.

2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.
Apologies were received from Cllr. Neil Bolton (WCC), and Cllr. Jonathan Williams (HCC).

3. DECLARATION OF INTEREST.
Nil.

4. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD 15th JULY 2025.
The Minutes were agreed and were signed by the Chairman.

5. MATTERS ARISING.
Nil.

6. PARISH MATTERS AND COUNCILLOR’S REPORTS: -
a) Lengthsman (CP) 
CP stated that the Lengthsmen had visited the bends and cleared the sides.
There would be three visits until April. Other work for them was required.
b) Footpaths. (JB)
JB reported that the footpaths were OK. Simon had cut some of the paths.
c)Village Green (NG)
NG reported that the Green was looking good. The grass will be cut until Mid-October.
d)  River Itchen. (HB)
HB stated that she had walked round the estate with a Member of the National Trust, and they think there has been an increase in nitrates. They are going to start carrying out some work in the field opposite the flood. Some Poplar trees are scheduled to be removed but Hannah concerned that some currently provide a shelter from the view of heavy vehicles coming down the hill to Cheriton crossroads. 
All the work requires planning permission first before it can start. 
e)  Highways (SY) 
There had been no feedback regarding the 20mph signs. Hannah required a further sign, Chairman will provide.
f) General Maintenance
The Chairman mentioned the bus shelter. He will carry out some staining before the Winter.
g) Councillor’s Reports. Report received and distributed.
Cllr. Petts spoke about the Local Government Review and also Nitrate Mitigation.  

7. PLANNING.
SDNP/25/03695/TPO Orchard View, Kilmeston Road
Tree works to 7 trees T! to T7.
PC No objection.

8. WEBSITE
Members discussed the current website and thought it would be good to have a Parish Council website, but it was not known who to approach to build a suitable site. In addition it would require the Clerk or a Councillor to manage the website as it would require constant updating.

9. OPEN FORUM.
Geoff Smailes was concerned about some diseased Ash trees which were alongside the road and thought to be dangerous. Although they had been reported to HCC and logged on the 14th of July nothing had been done. Cllr. Petts will report the trees.

10.  NOTICEBOARD.
Cllr. Williams to give the Clerk the details of the Men’s Shed as they have produced noticeboards for Parish Councils.

11. CORRESPONDENCE (KF)
SENT
RECEIVED
Report from Cllrs. Bolton & Pett WCC
Action Hants – Building Rural Futures
WCC Climate Emergency, Update Election Register, Planning Enforcement Update, Sustainable Travel Support.
Southern Electricity – Vulnerability Strategy
SDNP Newsletter including Boomtown Review, Hinton Ampner Reimagining Update 
East Hants LGR
HCC Parish Pollinator Pledge

12. ACCOUNTS (Clerk)

PAYMENTS

Clerk’s exps.	 	                                £78.08
Local Government Increase agreed 3.2% and back pay from April.
Accounts agreed and Monthly Financial Statement prepared. 

13. ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA.
Normal agenda.

14. DATE OF NEXT MEETING – 18th November 2025. 
The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.30 pm.



